Giving Your Kids the Freedom to Fail
by Dennis Rainey 
When you see the stars and stripes wave this month, thank God for the many freedoms that we have in our country. Then ask yourself, “How can I give my kids the freedom to not only succeed, but also to fail?”
At our house, we’ve experienced plenty of failures, both great and small. For years, a meal without a spill was nothing short of miraculous. Sometimes milk shot across the supper table or formed a lazy river that splattered onto the floor. 
Barbara and I have seen some classic spills, and my guess is that you have too. Why, I remember two simultaneous spills, four at one sitting, and a glass of chilled apple juice cascading perfectly into my shoe—while I was wearing it! 
One evening years ago, I spilled my very own drink during dinner. A little hand patted my arm, and Rebecca (then a five-year-old) reassuringly said, “It's okay, Dad. Everybody makes mistakes.” 
She was right.  Our favorite phrase for the children quickly became, "It's okay. Everybody makes mistakes." 
Freedom to fail removes the pressure to perform for acceptance and gives the freedom to take risks and try again … and again. That’s when failure becomes a tutor and not a judge.
I think 1 Peter 4:8, says it best: “Love covers a multitude of sins.”  
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